
Santa Cruz County Democratic Central Committee 

General Meeting Agenda 

Galleria, 740 Front Street, Suite 165, Santa Cruz 

January 23, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 

Committee Present:  

Committee Absent:  

I. Call to Order –Chair Coco Raner-Walter  

II. Attendance and Welcome Visitors- Introductions 

1) John Laird 

III. Agenda Changes  

IV. Approval of Minutes for November, 2018  

V. Old Business 

VI. New Business 

1) Presentation on National Resource Center for Federal Employees – Rabbi Philip Posner 

2) Executive Board Elections 

3) CDP Delegates Election 

4) Democrat of the Year Election 

5) National Guard Resolution – Glenn Glazer 

VII. DCC Reports – Please keep all reports to 2-minutes 

1) Chair – Coco Raner-Walter 

2) Vice Chair –  

3) Treasurer – Carolyn Livingston / Hollie Locatelli  

4) Secretary – Glenn Glazer 

i. Next month is on December 26
th

. Move to cancel. 

5) Corresponding Secretary/Election Update – Cynthia Mathews 

6) Ways and Means – Coco Raner-Walter 

7) Public Relations – JM Brown / Gigi Kelbert 

8) Events –Maggie Duncan-Merrell  

9) Office Manager – ?? 

10) E-Board – Ed Manning 

VIII. Chartered Club Reports- Please keep all reports to 2-minutes 

1) College Democrats at UCSC – Helen  Wuellner  

2) Democratic Club of North Santa Cruz County– Maryann Clare 

3) Democratic Women’s Club – Carolyn Livingston 

4) Pajaro Valley Cesar Chavez Democratic Club – Jenny Sarmiento 

5) People’s Democratic Club- Franco Picarella 

6) MCDC – Denise Elerick 

IX. Allied Group Reports - Please keep all reports to 2-minutes 

1) Region 7 – Omar Torres 

2) CDP Rural Caucus – Glenn Glazer 

3) Labor - Glen Schaller 

4) Housing Action Network – Tim Willoughby  

5) Santa Cruz County Women’s Action- Cynthia Hawthorne 

X. Public Comment and Announcements 

XI. Adjournment

Next E-board Meeting: February 13, 2018 6:30pm    

Next General Meeting: February 27, 2018 7:00pm 

  



                   A National Resource Center for Federal Employees: 

Instead of A Wall - Reach Out To Our Nation's Federal Employees 

Dear Congressman Panetta; Senators Feinstein and Harris; 

Of course, no one except the nasty, immoral man who presently occupies the White House can control how long the current 

government shutdown will last. What we all know is that next week 800,000 of our nation's dedicated federal employees will be 

without a pay check. Innocent individuals and families will suffer financially. Mortgages, food, rent, transportation; all the basic 

necessities of life will have to be paid for. 

But because President Trump prefers building a wall rather than treating federal employees with compassion and respect, they may 

suffer serious financial hardship, even possible debt, with the concomitant social consequences that come with such suffering. In 

addition to such economic adversity, “the financial services company Standard & Poor’s estimates the current shutdown will (will 

continue to) cost the U.S. economy $1.2 billion a week.” 

My idea to help our nation's federal employees may appear unusual, even naive; but does not such an economic paralysis effecting our 

whole nation call for thinking “outside the box”? At such a time, can we rally wait until our government finds a political solution to 

the shutdown? 

I want to propose that the DNC, representing we proud Democrats who place compassion over walls appeal to our nation's Banks, 

Credit Unions and wealthy progressives like Bill and Melinda Gates, Warren Buffett and Howard Schultz of Starbucks to contribute to 

a National Resource Center for Federal Employees to borrow at no interest amounts equivalent to their monthly pay check beginning 

on … to tide them over until the government shutdown comes to an end. The Resource Center would also offer loans to federal 

contractors who unlike most federal workers won't receive back pay for the period during which the government is shut down. 

To facilitate the receipt and lending process the DNC, or some other agency the DNC appoints to do so, would open and manage an 

interest bearing account to receive and dispense funds. 

The cost to fund these loans to be borne by the participating financial institutions and individual philanthropic sponsors who agree to 

participate. They will do so on the basis that after an appropriate period of time those institutions and individuals that helped fund the 

Resource Center will be paid back depending on the success of the program, all or part of what they contributed. In addition those who 

participated in helping to fund the Resource Center will be publicly acknowledged by Congress Persons, like you, and our Senators. 

If and when a Federal Employee wants to receive financial help from the Resource Center, they will merely have to go to their local, 

participating bank or Credit Union and request a loan the way they would in normal circumstances, including their signing an 

agreement to pay back the loan within one month after the shutdown is over, or within a time agreeable to the parties. Further, if loans 

are charged to individual credit cards the lender must also sign in the agreement that the borrower can not deny the charge. 

Even if such a Resource Center may not have to be initiated, should the shutdown come to an end hopefully sooner than later, its 

development or the process for it could be available during other times of economic hardship. 

By sponsoring and working to make this happen we Democrats, as seen by the DNC and our Democratic representatives, will not only 

be demonstrating our compassionate concern for those that work for us, we will be challenging the indifference, cruelty and misguided 

policies of President Trump and his Republican colleagues in the House and the Senate. 

Publicizing such a project? Once the DNC agrees to the project, they will initiate by calling a Press Conference to announce it, 

inviting Banks, Credit Unions and philanthropic individuals to participate. 

As with all good works, such a National Resource Center for Federal Employees will reflect both the ethical values we Democrats 

choose to exemplify, and the pragmatic realities of being the political party that stands for helping our fellow Americans instead of 

wasting our resources on building a wall. 

Unresolved issues: 

    How will the investors, banks etc. handle bad debt, which could be as high as 5%? Will they be reimbursed by the pool of money 

contributed by the philanthropists. Will the investors, banks insist on charging to administer the loan process? If so, they will be 

reimbursed by the pool of money contributed by the philanthropists.  Should the Resource Center include independent business people 

who for example, have a small candy, lunch stall in federal buildings? Should the Resource Center include ancillary individuals, for 

example janitorial people who are effected by the shut down but do not directly work for the government? 

  



RESOLUTION 19-1.1 

*Resolution Condemning President Trump's Fake Border Crisis and Calling on California Governor Gavin Newsom to Recall the 

National Guard from our Border with Mexico* 

WHEREAS the Santa Cruz County Democratic Party supports the longstanding friendship, peace and goodwill between the United 

States and Mexico and defines the so-called crisis at our border as an inhumane media stunt; and 

WHEREAS President Trump's other motives to create a fake crisis include an effort to distract from his inability to run a functional 

administration; and 

WHEREAS not a single member of the California National Guard should have ever been activated for a bellicose deployment to our 

border with Mexico and former Governor Jerry Brown's decision to send troops was the wrong one; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Santa Cruz County Democratic Party calls on California Gavin Newsom to Recall the National 

Guard from our Border with Mexico and support an open, friendly and peaceful approach to providing safety and security for the 

people of Mexico and all the peoples of America. 

Author: Cullen Tiernan, Chair Veterans Caucus of the CDP 


